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practical effect be a Sened without the name, a treaty without its      1853 formalities.                                                                                               -----
Next comes the question of a possible modification. But it is ^T- 66 self-evident that any modification calculated to remove the Forte's objections would be deemed inadmissible by Russia. The Forte's official Note prepared on 18 May under all the sanctions of the State was in truth the result of an earnest desire to make any concession to Russia short of surrendering the very points which it is the settled object of the Russian Ultimatum to secure to that Power.
What then is to be hoped from the new version ?
The paper may go before the Sultan and his Council. It may possibly be accepted by them, notwithstanding their previous decisions. Should such be the case, so flagrant an inconsistency would afford the Porte an escape from much inconvenience, some danger, and no small expense, but the responsibility of other consequences would rest with those who advised the measure, and more than a silent acquiescence could hardly be expected from one who, in concert with his colleagues, has hitherto approved the Porte's resistance, coupled, as it has been, with forbearance and conciliation.
R. P. might answer in the following sort of way : acknowledging the confidence shewn to him by the Prince in communicating a new plan of arrangement and manifesting a conciliatory spirit notwithstanding his official declaration ; stating the satisfaction he derived from the considerate omission of the form of a Convention or Sened, to which the Porte had reluctantly but unavoidably objected, and founding a hope upon this step towards accommodation of a complete adjustment if the Prince would suspend his departure and negotiate upon the joint basis of the Porte's Note and the ambassador's.
Reshid had already determined to resist the Russian demands in their last form. The claim to protect the Greek Church was obviously inadmissible : " it was not the amputation of a limb but the infusion of poison into the system " which had to be averted. The Prince had asked him to say a plain Yes or No : and No had been said.
Accordingly on 21 May Prince Menshikov's "untoward negotiations," to use Lord Stratford's words, came to an end ; the Russian arms were taken down from the palace of the embassy, and the Prince Governor of Finland steamed up the Bosphoru's for Odessa. On 31 May Count Nesselrode addressed an arrogant letter to Reshid Pasha, approving Prince